
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Winter 2023 … Volume 16.1 

Dear Friends and Neighbors 

As I wrote this, out my window the snow was flying for what was our first major 
(and only) snowstorm of this winter.  Schools were closed and many 
businesses sat out that day, but your City Hall staff was on the job.  I am 
reminded constantly that our people are the most dedicated and able of any 
community anywhere.  Today our DPW will be most tested and appreciated.  
We should never take them for granted even if we don’t see them at work.  
Keeping all our streets in the entire city safe to travel can be a monumental 
task on days like that.  They are on call 24/7, but this of course is not all they 
do.  Many maintenance jobs small and large require their expertise all through 
the year.   

Construction of our new PD and DPW buildings are progressing nicely.  The 
outside is now enclosed, just in time, and interior work has begun. The 
management committee is meeting regularly to oversee and finalize numerous 
details. So far, our budget is on track and we are happy with the progress. 

Speaking of budgets, your finance committee will soon begin the process of 
working on the next three-year fiscal budget with numbers provided by Gerry. 
Inflation and other factors are hitting us hard just as they are for everyone, but 
fortunately we expect some good revenue increases next year with all the new 
home building in the City.  

However, I must mention two factors that will increase everyone’s taxes this 
year that have nothing to do with the City and are beyond our control.  First of 
all, because of Prop A, with its built-in inflation factor, your taxes will increase 
five percent automatically. Secondly, the passage of the Oakland Transit 
Millage of .95 mils will add nearly one dollar for every thousand dollars of 
taxable value. This will mean hundreds or more dollars for each of your 
properties.  We were prevented from opting out of this and any benefit to us 
remains to be seen since there is yet no plan by the County for spending this 
money.  

All challenges aside, we are fortunate to live in the finest community 
anywhere. Wishing you a safe and healthy rest of winter and looking forward 
to spring and a great year ahead. 

Norm Finkelstein, Mayor  

 

Yard Waste Collection 

Monday, April 3, 2023 will start 
the collection of yard waste. Yard 
waste must be in a container 20-
35 gallons labeled “Yard Waste” 

or in paper yard waste bags. 
Yard Waste labels are available 

at City Hall 

Dog Licenses  

Dog Licenses for 2023 are due 
by June 1st. They are available at 
City Hall and require a certificate 
of rabies vaccination. Three-year 
licenses are also available when 

coordinated with their rabis 
vaccination.  

Property Taxes  

All 2022 property taxes must be 
paid by March 1st. After March 1, 
2023 any unpaid property taxes 
must be mailed to the Oakland 

County Treasurers Office. 

May 2, 2023 Election  

West Bloomfield School District 
Bond Proposal Election will be 
held on Tuesday, May 2, 2023. 

Residents within the West 
Bloomfield School District 

only will vote at City Hall. Polls 
are open from 7 am to 8 pm.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orchard Lake Police Department Welcomes a New Police 
Officer and Promotes Department Staff 

 

On January 9, 2023 Orchard Lake Police Chief Nicholson 
was pleased to announce the promotions of Sgt Jeffrey 
Gomez to Lieutenant, Officers Garet Malot and Rebecca 
Whittle to Sergeant and welcomed the new Officer Paul 
Hart to the Department.  A ceremony was held and 
celebrated by City Officials, City Staff and Family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Greater West Bloomfield Historical 
Society (GWBHS) received a $9,100 grant 
from the Community Foundation of Southeast 
Michigan (CFSEM), made possible with a 
financial endorsement by the City of Orchard 
Lake Village and support letters from Greater 
West Bloomfield community partners. 
GWBHS will further fulfill its Mission: enriching 
our communities by collecting, preserving, 
and sharing history. 

Orchard Lake Police Department 
would like to congratulate Lt. Tony 
Banks on his retirement after 22 
years of service to the residents of 
the City of Orchard Lake and the 
surrounding communities. We wish 
you a long and happy retirement 
and the best of luck in your future 
endeavors. 

 

 

Orchard Lake Police Chief 
Nicholson welcomed the new 
Officer Nora Downs to the 
Department.   

GWBHS Grant  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protect Water Quality All Season Long!  
• Pick up after your pet even in the winter to prevent the bacteria from washing 

into storm drains and straight to the Rouge River when the snow starts to melt. 
 

• Use your local car wash because washing your car at home sends the road 
salt, oil and other pollutants to the storm drain, which end up in the Rouge 
River. 
 

• Use a broom to sweep fertilizer and grass clippings back onto your yard so it 
doesn’t wash into the storm drain and the Rouge River. 
 

• Don’t feed the geese because the concentration of droppings adds excess 
nutrients and harmful bacteria to the Rouge River. 
 

• Keep storm drains clear of debris to prevent storm sewer blockages and 
minimize the amount of pollutants entering the Rouge River. 
 

• Minimize use of your washing machine, dishwasher or shower during times of 
heavy rain because it stresses the sewer system.  

 

 

Using Organics to Treat City Streets 
During the Winter Season 

Orchard Lake Department of Public Works (DPW) staff has been working to make 
changes on how the City performs the winter maintenance on all City roads. We have 
been using a brine solution to pretreat the roads. The brine is a mixture of salt and water 
with the addition of an organic product called beet juice. The brine is normally applied 
to the road surface before a snow event to create a layer between the road surface and 
the snow/ice itself. This pre-treatment of the road surface is referred to as anti-icing or 
de-icing. By doing this, it stops the bonding of the snow/ice to the road surface and in 
some cases allows the plow truck to scrape the road with no to very little salt usage.  
The brine and beet juice is an organic mixture which is environmentally friendly to the 
lakes. Another advantage of applying the de-icing material is that it reduces the overall 
consumption of road salt by 25-35%.  

Although you cannot visibly see the brine solution on the road surface like road salt, 
evidence of a brine application is displayed as wet stripes in the traffic lane. When road 
salt is applied during a snow/ice event, it is also treated with the brine solution as it 
comes out of the truck via sprayers at the salt spreader. This results in faster activation 
of the road salt and prevents less bounce and scatter of the salt when applied.  

 

Mike Lee, DPW Foreman  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Cityof Orchard Lake Village  
3955 Orchard Lake Rd 
Orchard  Lake, MI 48323 
www.CityofOrchardLake.com 
 

 

 

 

COMMON VIOLATIONS FOUND WITHIN THE CITY 

BLIGHT: The Ordinance that governs Blight or Anti-Blight is found under Article 
III, Section 18-49 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Orchard Lake 
Village.  Blight affects not only your property but can affect your neighbors as 
well.  Blight is defined by the City as being a dangerous or abandoned 
structure, litter and/or debris along with overgrown weeds and grass.  Basically, 
blight is anything that will impact your property value or the property value of 
your neighbors and/or would be declared a public nuisance.  This Ordinance 
also controls the storage of materials such as junk, trash, rubbish and yard 
waste along with the removal of those materials.  A complete list of all effected 
materials can be found within the Ordinance.  See Screening Requirements 
below. 

SCREENING REQUIREMENTS:  Suitable containers such as garbage cans for 
junk, trash and rubbish, when not placed at the curb or street for pickup, shall 
be shielded or screened from public view so as not to be seen by other 
residence’s or from the street, road or water way.  Screening requirements can 
be found in Article IV-B, Section 4B.02 for Landscaping Screening or installing 
an opaque, (non-transparent) fence around the containers.   This screening 
requirement also applies to generators and air conditioners.         

SURFACE WATER DISCHARGE:  Article IV, Section 18-85, (b) requires that 
all water generated on your property must be retained on your premises until 
the same reaches a safe place of discharge such as a sewer, drainage ditch, 
established flow of water or drainage pattern, retention pond, or acceptable 
ponding area.  This Ordinance also stipulates that any water which is 
discharged into the waters of any lake, river, or stream shall be properly 
filtered. 

ILLUMINATION CONTROL:  Article 
VI, Section 18-139 – 140 controls and 
regulates outdoor lighting and 
illumination within the City.  Lighting 
must be diffused or shielded so as not 
to cause a nuisance.        

Daniel Pratt 
Building Inspector  
Code Enforcement Officer  
             

 

 

http://www.cityoforchardlake.com/

